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Port of Tilbury and Frontier Agriculture mark successful first year of partnership with largest wheat 
export of season

 

Port of Tilbury and Frontier Agriculture will mark the successful first year of their strategic partnership with the 
export of 55,000 metric tonnes of wheat, the largest of the season, aboard a Panamax bulk carrier this week.

The 61k tonne vessel, the Ultra Trust, was loaded with wheat, destined for Indonesia, at the Thames port. The 
agreement between London’s major port and the UK’s leading crop production and grain marketing business 
was announced in early 2015. In its first year the agreement has resulted in a significant amount of cereals and 
oilseed, grown by farmers in the South East, being exported from the port’s grain terminal to a range of 
destinations including Spain, North Africa and Egypt.

Farmers in the South East are benefiting from this long term agreement as it offers them a wider range of homes 
for their produce via a facility which is close to their business.

Commenting on the partnership, Peter Ward, Senior Asset Manager at The Port of Tilbury said: “We are 



delighted that this first year of the partnership has been a success. One of our ambitions was to work with 
Frontier to grow the grain terminal and this is already happening as we announce a further expansion to the 
facility due to be opened next year.”

Simon Christensen, Grain Trading Director for Frontier Agriculture, said: “This first year of our strategic 
agreement has proved even more successful than we’d hoped. It’s been a particularly vital avenue for marketing 
farmers’ crops given the current low wheat price and a relative surplus of supply after a number of years of 
bumper crops. Access to additional overseas markets helps us keep grain moving which supports local prices.  
Long term access to international markets via a deep sea port with good storage facilities means we can source 
grain directly from farmers in the region and they can deliver to the port which is cost effective and efficient for 
them.”

Marc Rogerson, Wheat Trader for Frontier Agriculture, who has been responsible for the wheat export activity 
from the port, commented “Adding a further export facility to the options we can access for farmers has given 
us a number of benefits. It has enabled us to build on our existing relationships with overseas buyers and has 
strengthened our ability to deliver a range of different qualities of grain to the port, giving us more flexibility to 
price and competitively market directly from the port on behalf of farmers.”

The grain terminal at Tilbury is one of the UK’s largest, handling combinable crops each year both for export 
and UK markets. Throughout Frontier’s 10 years of trading, it has enjoyed a strong working relationship with 
Port of Tilbury; indeed the association dates back even further, as its parent companies have worked with the 
port since the 1970s. The current eight year agreement between Port of Tilbury and Frontier began in 2015.

The grain terminal has also announced plans for a major storage expansion at the port’s Grain Terminal as part 
of the port’s growth strategy. The multimillion pound investment will see storage capacity increase to 
accommodate up to an additional 16,000 metric tonnes of both import and export wheat at the Thames based 
port. Construction work will begin in April with an expected completion date of the third quarter of 2017.
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1.     About The Port of Tilbury - the major gateway to London and the South East:  The Port of Tilbury is 
London's major port, providing fast, modern distribution services for the benefit of the south east of England 
and beyond. A dynamic and diverse port handling the full range of cargoes with specialist expertise in the 
handling of paper and forest products, containers & Ro Ro, grain and bulk commodities and construction and 
building materials.

 

Tilbury's strategic location makes it the natural point for distribution with 18 million people living within 75 
miles. Serving the UK's market, the port offers customers excellent transport links to and from the capital and 
across the South East where over 50% of the population live and work.

 

2.     Frontier Agriculture is the UK's leading crop production and grain marketing business, recognised for its 
close customer relationships with farmers and grain consumers and its successful management of the arable 
supply chain. Frontier was formed in 2005 as a joint venture between Associated British Foods and Cargill plc 
and now turns over around £1.5 billion per annum. Frontier has 43 sites across the UK and employs more than 
900 colleagues.  Frontier’s main offices are in Perth, Berwick-upon-Tweed, Cranswick, Witham St Hughs, Diss, 
Sandy, Andover and Ross-on-Wye.

 

Operating across all aspects of arable crop production and grain marketing, Frontier supplies seed, crop 
protection products and fertiliser to farmers, as well as providing specialist agronomy advice through our team 
of 140 agronomists. Frontier's grain marketing business has well-established contracts with the UK's key grain 
consumers, giving our farmer customers unrivalled access to end markets.


